30th October, 2007

Dear Friends at Forefield Junior

You have been very generous Good Givers. I thought you might like to know about some of the people whose lives you have improved.

Here’s how your gift of animals helped Jean-Pierre whose parents were killed in the genocide in Rwanda: he was given a cow, two goats, five chickens and feed through the Good Gifts project. His confidence has received an enormous boost. He now has a real purpose. Jean-Pierre says, “I now feel like a man. There are even old men in the village with no animals. I have even given some of the chickens and a goat I have reared from my stock to other orphans and that makes me feel proud, like a man. I am now serving on the village council, and I am respected by the community.”

The gift of chickens has helped many in Rwanda. One of the cheeriest reports is of twenty-seen year old Kamaradde, the eldest of four children. His parents were killed in the genocide. As well as his siblings, he looks after two other children whose parents were killed. Kamaradde lives in a small house with a kitchen. He could not look after large animals for lack of land, but was given ten chickens through the Good Gift project. The chickens find food themselves during the day and sleep together in one corner of the kitchen at night. Kamaradde says: ‘I couldn’t wish for a better gift. I don’t have to be at home to look after them, and within six months, the chickens have already given birth to new chicks. I am selling surplus eggs at the local market and the money I receive is going towards buying medicine and schoolbooks for all of us in the household. Everywhere I look I see chickens. It makes me feel rich!’

We have given nearly 10,000 mango saplings to 136 farmers in 8 villages in South India. Training programmes were held to make sure the farmers knew how to water, feed and tend to the trees. The land is poor quality (which is why the low caste families were given it) and the trees depend on monsoon rains. Survival rates have been very encouraging and the trees will, over the years, enrich the soil and provide a valuable crop.

These are just a few examples of how your Good Gifts helped, and will go on helping more and more people.

Thank you.

Yours sincerely

Hilary Blume

Director

P.S. Good Gifts is the one charity catalogue that guarantees your money is spent on your chosen gift, not diverted for other uses.

